' 'DESERET NEWS, THURSDAY, APRIL 30, 2009

Viormoni I@Q&S

FAMILY PHOTO

Joseph and Alta Tippets hoid LDS scriptures and “Unto the
Hills.” Joseph survived 29 days in the Alaskan wilderness.

By Molly Farmer
.~ Deseret News
Joseph Tippets survived a
plane crash in the Alaskan
wilderness, struggling to
_stay alive for 29 days without
-; communication from his wife
or the outside world. He lost
50 pounds and constantly
shivered from cold.
»{But through the whole ordeal,
~,.he never lost faith.
. =:The harrowing and detailed
story of Joseph Tippets’
-1943 plane crash has been
thoughtfully chronicled by
his son, John Tippets, in his
self-published book “Hearts
of Courage,” released in 2008,
The account, replete with
photographs and illustrations,
rbegan as a means of record-
ing'the e story for posterity, but
Joh'?fdemded it would be told
hes£ in book form.
- “Doing it right just sort of
became . terribly important,”
;lie said.
- During the month Joseph and
ﬁve other people aboard the
-small plane were missing, his
“wife, Alta, was left wondering
about her husband’s where-
“abouts and physical health but
“temained confident he was
alive. Even when search efforts
were called off, even when she
received a letter from the First
Presidency expressing con-
dolences about her husband’s
likely demise, Alta remained

firm in her belief that her hus-
band of six years was alive and
would come home.

Four of the six survived the
month-long ordeal. Joseph was
rescued Feb. 3, 1943, after he
and another passenger left the
crash site to find help. The
pair were found malnourished
and frostbitten, with supplies
limited to a single sleeping bag
they had shared, a .22-caliber
rifle and the LDS scriptures
Joseph insisted on carrying
throughout the whole ordeal.

John's father died in 1969,
and his mother died in 1973.
He hired artists and a photog-
rapher to travel to the remote
crash site and photograph the
remains of the plane. The art
all adds to the man-versus-
nature tale, with photos of
Joseph and his fellow pas-
sengers’ rescues and hospital
stays included. John researched
scrapbooks and newspaper
clippings and spoke with the
descendants of a few of the
other crash survivors while
compiling the material.

John initially set out to write
the book fromihis own perspec-
tive, but found he had plenty
of original-source material,
including direct quotes from
his father, and changed his
approach.

“P'm spending all this effort
translating it into third person
— that’s silly,” said John, who

John Tippets who wrote “Hearts of Courage, and wife
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Bonnie. The book is about his: father’s survival experienee.

Son tells story of father’s survwal

ended up writing from his
father’s point of view. “It’s his
story, let him tell the story.

“T felt really good about
that decision ever since. ... T
really wanted him to have that
créedit.”

Those first-person details'add
feeling to the book; like when
Joseph calmly puts on his ga-
loshes after one of the plane’s
engines goes out and all those
on board become aware that
they will inevitably crash.

John’s wife, Bonnie, helped
edit the book. She said they
both*have felt his parents’ help-
ing guidance while workmg on
the story.

“One of the things that Bon-
nie and I have really felt is that
this:is really Mother and Dad’s
project,” John said. “It’s really
like they re telling us how to do
it now.”

John, who was just a year old
when his father’s plane went
down, said he heard his dad
tell the story often when he
was growing up, and thinks
of the survival story the way
others think of their pioneer
heritage stories.

“He would tell it for father-
and-son outings, for firesides
and social gatherings, at church
and sometimes away from
church settings,” John said.
“Most of us have some pioneer
ancestor stories that we love.
Well, this is a little closer in

but very similar”

At one point in the book,
after he is rescued, Joseph con-
tacts his childhood Scoutmaster
to:thank himfor instilling some
know-how of self-preservation

‘when he was young. When

recounting his story. to youth
leaders, Joseph would encour-
age them to kee; pteaching the
lessons, because evenithough
they mxght not seemtocare;
“kids are hearing and someday
they-may really, really apprecx
ate what they learned.”
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